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Influenza
As a church we are responsible for caring for one another in all circumstances and we run big public meetings. Both of these are potentially significant should we have a flu pandemic.
Our fundamental conviction is that God is sovereign and that we can trust him; which means that all who trust Jesus can be secure in the knowledge that all of our days are in the hands of a loving and powerful heavenly Father. We also believe that we have a responsibility to behave in a way that is loving towards one another and our wider community. This document sets out some of the ways in which, as individuals and as a church family, we can do that in the event of a flu pandemic:

Personal

The following advice will minimise your chances of infection from flu and is sensible at all times:

· Use a tissue to cover your nose and mouth when coughing and/or sneezing. Dispose of the tissue promptly and then wash your hands. Tissues should be disposed of in domestic waste and do not require any special treatment. Do not use handkerchiefs or reuse tissues. This practice contaminates pockets or handbags which will re-contaminate hands every time they go into those pockets or handbags.

· Clean hands frequently, especially after coughing, sneezing and using tissues. Soap and water is an effective means of cleaning hands, however handrubs (microbicidal handrubs, particularly alcohol-based) can be used as an alternative.

· Minimise touching your mouth, eyes and nose, unless you have recently cleaned your hands.

· Use normal household detergent and water to clean surfaces frequently touched by hands.

· Clean your hands as soon as you arrive home.
If you are ill:

· Should you have flu symptoms please do not attend church meetings or go to your GP. Government advice is to stay at home and call NHS Direct on 0845 46 47

· If you are ill and would like a visit from a church leader or member of staff you should call the church office in the first instance on 0151 708 3558.

· In the event of a pandemic the government will be distributing anti-viral drugs via chemists and asking people to send a “Flu Friend” to collect them. As a church we are committed to making sure that should you become ill we can link you up with someone to do this and to bring essential supplies and food. Call the church office on 0151 708 3558 should you be diagnosed with flu.

Church

· In the event of a flu pandemic if schools in Liverpool are closed or the government recommend school closures we will encourage parents not to bring anybody under the age of 16 to church meetings.

· All members of the catering rota will be receiving detailed reminders of hygiene and cleaning policies for the preparation of food.

· We will be ensuring that all venues where we meet have adequate supplies of soap and hand cleansers.
· We will not, for the moment, be using a shared cup for communion.
