d)

Consummation

Just as perfection in the Garden of Eden included work so Jesus’ parables
picture his servants being given rewards of authority over cities and asking
them to put his talents to work.

Jesus promises not only rest (Matthew 11:25-30) but also work (Matthew
25:14-30) to his servants.

To work now is to participate in that profoundly Christian ethic of “becoming
what you are.”

Thinking about the categories we have listed give an example of where
you have seen the goodness of work (creation) and the frustration of
work (fall) in your work this week?

Thinking about your work. I n what
purpose or filling and subduing the earth? Spend some time praising

God for that!
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CCL Vision Statement:
Faith and Work - encouraging all our members to think in a Christian way about
their work and seek Christ-centred transformation in their workplaces.

1 Why workers can feel undervalued in church

What size piece of pie would you like?

A priesthood of how much time you can give to church?

The Bible has a beautiful capacity to esteem something without doing down
the alternative.

2 What is work and how has history understood it?

It is remarkably difficult to define work! In particular it is often difficult to
distinguish work from job.

A helpful short definitions of work is:
“Work is purposeful
(All the hours God sends?, Peter Curran, IVP, p26)

human activity

c) Redemption

God is not a Buddhist

The fulfilment of that recreative work of God has not yet come about. But until
it does we are to continue to work.

e Read 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12. What seems to be the problem regarding work
in the church at Thessalonica? Why might this have arisen (see 2:1ff)?

Our theology of work ultimately has to rest on our theology of grace and of
faith.
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e What is true and helpful about that statement? What is dangerous

Or if you want more detail: about it?
“Work is.. human activity designed to accomplish something that i s needed :
di stinct from activity that is satisfying in itself.”

(New Dictionary of Christian Ethics and Pastoral Theology, IVP, p899)
Or “Work is something you do that other people depend on.”

The Greeks and the Romans...



The mediaeval church...

Thomas Aquinas: the “life of contemplation” was “better than the life of

action.”

Augustine

The modern period...
Marx

Keynes

3 A Brief theology of work

a) Creation

| tbetn have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping

thing that cr @Genp:26E¥)Nn t he earth.”
“He took the man and put him in the garden of Edentowork it and
(Gen 2:15)

e What implications do you think Genesis 1 & 2 have for the way we
should think about work in God’s world?

Luther: workasa“ Ber uf ”

Calvin on Matthew 25:14-30
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b) Fall

ipmi n you shall bri forth
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Genesis 4: Tubal-Cain and Lamech
Read Genesis 6:11-22 & 11:1-9

e What are the similarities between what happens in these two
indicents?

e What are the differences?

e What does this tell us about work in a fallen world?
How these problems expose themselves in our culture:
e Work as necessary evil
it
e Work as the means by which all problems are solved

0 Socialills

0 Personal problems

Both are corrected by the Bible’s view that:
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