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Bible basics for a theology of children:

e God says children are people — bearers of his image.

e God says children are little — an idea that conveys both innocence and
awareness of their lack of claim on or power over others.

e God says children are immature — and therefore need disciplines —
which comes mainly in the form of instruction.

Our society holds two completely contradictory attitudes to children
simultaneously — it both...

e |dolises children
e Hates children

Children in the Church

What do we think about children’s faith — are we trying to convert children or to
disciple them? In fact is “faith” a cognitive thing (dependent on our ability to
reason) at all? What do we think about children’s membership of the church —
in what sense are and aren’t children able to be members of the church? What
impact does this have on our willingness to baptise children — at birth, or at,
say, 5, 10 or 15 years of age?

This is all about salvation.

Jigsaw piece 1: Election

Election and Evangelism

We believe that God is sovereign in the salvation of men and women. Those
persons who exercise genuine repentance and true faith in Jesus Christ do so
because they have been chosen by God. Knowledge of this truth promotes
amongst believers absolute humility and assurance of salvation. However it
does not follow from the truth of election that believers need not participate in
mission and evangelism. The Church is commanded by Jesus Christ to preach the
gospel to all men everywhere, and the proclamation of the gospel is the means
by which the elect are brought to salvation.

iiif) We treat children as “members” of the church

iv) We do not confuse faith, church membership and baptism

Nb Grudem, Systematic Theology!



Jigsaw piece 3: Covenant Calvinism. If you wanted to summarise his teaching more simply you could say
this:

Read Genesis 12:1-7
God is able to save those who he chooses and no sin or inability on the part of
his chosen (elect) people is able to frustrate his purpose.

Arminianism. This teaches that:

Acts 2: 39 God’ s gr ac eoadlifassaleatioa and thabthere is an opportunity for
anyone to freely choose to take that opportunity and be rescued.

e Assuming that a Calvinist and an Arminian follow the logic of their views
of salvation consistently (which of course often people don’t!) what will
each person think about the salvation of an unborn child or baby?

i) We trust God that our children are believers

ii) We acknowledge that God has not promised our children will be
Christian
To sum up: It is only if you believe that finally God chooses us, not we him, that
you have good reason for believing in the possibility of infant salvation.



Jigsaw piece 2: Faith Read Psalm 71:5-6

e How does the Psalmist describe the state of his relationship to God at
various life stages in these verses?

Jesus’ view: Matthew 18:1-6
Read Psalm 22:9-11.

e Who is this Psalm about (see the superscription and v1)?

e What is the Psalmist’s understanding of the work of God in his infancy? So what is faith?

Faith a gift of God. It is the means by which we are enabled to live in right
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e How does David’s infant faith relate to his understanding of his sin

(Psalm 51:5)?
We mustn’t confuse the presence of faith with the ability to articulate faith.

“As far as David knows a relationship with God was always already there. He

passed through no preparatory phase on his way to becoming a faith covenant

member; he did not have to wait until he reached an age of accountability to

become a believer; he did not have to be able to articulate propositional truth e The fact that God chooses us not we him means that infants can be
in order to exercise faith.”* saved.

e The fact that faith is not the same as the ability to articulate faith means
Psalm 51 that infants can be justified by faith.

The question that remains then is:

e Which infants and children should we consider to be believers?

! Rich Lusk, Paedofaith, Athanasius Press, Monroe Louisiana, p2. Lusk is very good on
faith and cognition but some ofalother teaching in this book should be treated with
considerable caution and is considered unorthodox by most evangelical theologians.



