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 “God Almighty has set before me two great objects, the suppression of the 
slave trade and the reformation of manners.” 

 
 
 
 
 
Bethlehem Baptist Church 
 
Adoption at Bethlehem Baptist Church 

 one of the ways God is bringing children into many families at Bethlehem; 

 an expression of our commitment to life and our desire that abortion become 
unthinkable; 

 a visible way that advances our vision for racial harmony; 

 a tangible response to the affliction of millions of orphans around the world; 

 an opportunity to spread the gospel to various "tribes and tongues"; 

 at the heart of the gospel of Jesus Christ who made a way for us all to be "adopted" 
that we might be called "children of God, and if children, then heirs -- heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ" (Romans 8:15-17). 

As well as encouraging adoption, the church has set up funds to help Christian 
parents to adopt children. 1 

 
Question: 
 

 What things can we, as individuals and as a church, do to improve the 
lives of children in our society? 

 
 

                                                 
1
 http://www.hopeingod.org/MinistriesAdoption.aspx  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Real Family 
2: Children in the world 

 

Andrew Evans 

http://www.hopeingod.org/Initiatives.aspx


Bible basics for a theology of children: 
 

 God says children are people. 

 God says children are little. 

 God says children are immature. 
 
 

1 Our society idolises children 
 

The IKEA heresy: “Children: the most important people in the world.” 
 
“The true measure of a nation’s standing is how well it attends to its children – 
their health and safety, their material security, their education and socialization, 
and their sense of being loved, valued, and included in the families and societies 
into which they are born.”2 
 
 
Why is it that our society idolises children? 
 
Romans 1:21-23 
 
 
 
But why children in particular? 
 

 The dominant belief in our culture that there really is nothing beyond 
this life. 

 The tendency of our society to fragmentation. 

 The idea that children represent for our society a repository of 
innocence. 

 

 ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƛŘƻƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΚ 
 
 

                                                 
2
 UNICEF, Child poverty in perspective: An overview of child well-being in rich countries, 

Innocenti Report Card 7, 2007 UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre, Florence. © The United 
Nations Childrenôs Fund, 2007 
 

Parents whose marriage is splitting up can help their children. They should: 
  
Á make sure that the children know they still have two parents who love 

them, and will continue to care for them 
Á protect their children from adult worries and responsibilities 
Á make it clear that the responsibility for what is happening is the 

parents' and not the childrens'.3 
 
Malachi 2:13-16; Matthew 5:31-32 
 
 
Crime 
Number of young people (<18) brought to criminal court and convicted in 2005: 
117,707 
Number of young people (<18) sent to prison in 2005: 7,0964 
 
Ephesians 6:1-4 
 
 
What difference can Christians make to children in the world? 
 
 
Thomas Barnardo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                 
3
 Royal College of Psychiatrists, Mental Health information sheet 14 

(www.rcpsych.ac.uk) 
4
 Youth Justice Board Annual Report (www.yjb.gov.uk) 



2 Our society hates children 
 
UNICEF report on well-being of children in rich countries. Despite the fact that 
our society is one of the richest in the survey we managed to come last overall 
in terms of child well being ς even in terms of material well being of children. 
 

 
 
 άChildren growing up in the United Kingdom suffer greater deprivation, worse 
relationships with their parents and are exposed to more risks from alcohol, 
ŘǊǳƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǎŀŦŜ ǎŜȄ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 5 
 
 
 
 
For each of the following areas compare how we deal with children to the 
teaching of the Bible. What do we think is likely to be the consequence in 
ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΚ 

                                                 
5
 The Guardian, 14

th
 February 2007 

Sex Education 
ά!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǎŜȄ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
nature and importance of marriage for family life and bringing up children. But 
the GovernmŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜǎΧ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ 
relationships outside marriage. Therefore pupils should learn the significance of 
marriage and stable relationships as key building blocks of community and 
ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦέ6 
 
Genesis 2:23-25 
 
 

Abortion 

In 2006, for women resident in England and Wales: 

 the total number of abortions was 193,700, compared with 
186,400 in 2005, a rise of 3.9% 

 the abortion rate was highest at 35 per 1,000, for women age 19. 

 the under-16 abortion rate was 3.9 and the under-18 rate was 
18.2 per 1,000 women, both higher than in 2005 

 87% of abortions were funded by the NHS 

 89% of abortions were carried out at under 13 weeks gestation; 
68% were at under 10 weeks 

 2,000 abortions (1%) were under ground E, risk that the child 
would be born handicapped7 

 
Psalm 139:13-16 
 
 
Divorce 
Nearly half of all children in the UK will see their parents divorce. In 2001, 
147000 children under 16 saw their parents divorce, and just under a quarter of 
these children were under the age of 5.8  
 

                                                 
6
 Sex and Relationship Education Guidance, Department for Education and Schools, July 

2000. 
7
 Department of Health statistics ï www.dh.gov.uk 

8
 Office for National Statistics, Census 2001. 


