Luke 15:1-2 & 11-32
Understanding Grace —Treated as Sons
Notes from a sermon preached at Christ Church Liverpool

LiQa Slrae G2 GKAy1l GKIFG GK Ssséisardihdabdd dverdviSat was pgeSumably a large
individuals and as a society, atemonstrated in the sum of money to his youeg boy.
things that we do.

A few days or weeks later with all that money

So traditional religious people think our failure is burning a hole in his pocket the family farm out in

measured by legislation allowing cloning and embryo rural North Wales is beginning to seem like a pretty

research. And progressive liberal people think our cramped and restrictive place. So the younger sons

failure is measured by the vast wealth owned by a packs his best stuff into the back of his new car

tiny number of rich people in the world. (thanks dad) and heads off for the bright lights of
Liverpool.
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reflection of the attitude of our heartg # S Qf f & S S The big flat in town costs £1,000 a month. Then

that in this story, which is probably one of the two 0KSNBQa (GKS OFNJ AyadzNI yOS
most famous stories ever told in the history of the from the MetQuarter, meals at Malmaison and the
world, in a fewminutes. Carriage works, gifts for the string of girlfras)
home entertainment system and an escort girl and a
LGQa +Ffaz2 | y2GFo0tS TSI (dzNBewin€s ofickks forSatkdayNdight. 2Aaditherfhe Y 2 dz
story ever toldc the parable of the good Samaritan 3SGa adlrNISR 2y GNARLA G2
GKSNBE (KS IOlAraz2ya 2F (GKS OKIFNIOGSNBR o0SiNIe o¢KIGQa
going on in their hearts. YR AlGQa y2i ft2y3 o0ST2NB
the credit crunch hits. The rent on the flat goes up,
But we should beware. Becausethis story Jesus the car gets sold for half the new price, the
wants us to kow that there are more ways than we IANI FNASYR&a R2y QU gl yd G2
think to be alienated from God. There is, Jesus Ad tAQGAY3I AY | K2adSt I yR
teaches, an essence to sin. A fundamental thing that stretch to buying fruit and veg.
is wrong with human beings. But it is expressed not
in one, but in two different ways. This son has got himself into a mess.
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Not at all. In fact, as it turns out, that was a great

1 Sin is expressed when we are bad blessing to him because it was only crawling around

with the pigs, an unclean animal in his culture, that

It takes Jesus just a few sentences to tell one of the brought him, as v17 tells us, to his senses attall

saddest tales ever heard. A man, a father, who, as went wrong before tha

gSQft aSS fIF3ISNE Aa | OlGdz tte GKS YFAY OKINIOGSNI AY

story, has two adult sons. l'YR KS RARYQG 3IShG Ayid2z
older brother suggests later on, messing about with

2 S R RngwDifitrouble had been brewing for a call girls or drinking or gambling or worshipping his

while or if this just came totally out of the blue. But, n n ¢ It éllwent wrong before that.

either way, one day the younger son marches up to

his Father and demands his share of the family It went wrong when he decided that he wanted his

estate¢ which would almost certainly have been the F I KeStadmore than he wanted his father.

land that the family farmed.
¢t KSNBEQa y2 R2dzoi 0KFG GKA
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one third of the total value of the estate as the definite people in mind as he speal#$e father in

tradition in that culture was that the elder son got a this story, of course, is God himself. And the younger

double portion compared to any other children. son? Well he represents all those tax collectors, v1,
and sinners who were gathering round to hear Jesus

LiQa I aKz2 Olpenfapsjustay dzSa i @ ! yeRching.

shockingly, the next thing we know is that the Father

has done exagflas his son askkquidated the And Jesus wants them to know that they really are

sinners. That their behaviour and attitudes to money



and to other people are squanderinhir
inheritance.

| guess there are a lot of us here this morning whose
sin is expressed by our badness. By doing those
things that we all know are against God and his law.

We squander our inheritance when we commit
adultery.When we drink ourselves undéne table.
When we give everything to our care@r even

when we value that gingerbread latte more than we
value the God who gave it to uAre you not guilty of
those things? Some of them, all of them or many
more besides?

Have you not wanted your fitS NI &
you have wanted your father? | know that | have.

Not just in some far off time before | became a
Christiang though | certainly was like that then. But
this year. This week. This morning. My sin is shown
when | am bad.

Sin is expressadhen we are bad.

2 Sin is expressed when we are good
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apart from his existence in v12, until right at the end
of Jesus story.

And when we do meet him he is out in the field
presumably workig on the crops or the flocks,
grafting away to ensure a good economic return for
the family.
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his own evaluationLook at how he describes his life
inv29ckSQa | aftl oS
year afteryearl S KI &y Qi
family money on flash cars and flash gitlsS K| &y Qi
run away from home and abandoned the other

members of the family as if they were not worth

bothering with.He has been there all the time. He

has stagd. He has worked. He has obeyed.

But, and of course this is patently obvious as we read
the text, he is just as lost as the younger son was in
his pig sty.

Because his relationship with the Father is just as
damaged and destroyed as that of the son wias
physically left the home.
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maybe they even began before the younger brother
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left home. They began the moment he began to
think of himself as a slave.

Did you notice how he is just the same as his
younger brother? He thinks about going home and
asking to become a hired maprobably an
apprentice to one of the skilled men on the farm so
that he could begin to pay back his debt to the
father.

And that is exetly how the older son thinks too.
Except that instead of thinking he needs to work to
pay off a debt the older son thinks he is in credit
through his work and needs to be paid back by his
Father.

GKIy

Now | know that we have some here this morning
who have ben lost because of your badness. Whose
relationship with God our Father is suffering even
today because you have done bad things.

But | suspect that we have more people here this
morning who are lost because of what Tim Keller
OFffta G2dz2NJ REWYR&KR2E&SIANBRY
with God our Father is being destroyed because we
think that we have been slaving away for him and he
AAYLX & AayQild LI e&Ay3d dza Sy
GKS 2f RSNJ 0 NRUOKSNE

Who look at people who come from a life of

immorality and wickedness and trust in Jesus and get
saved and are JEALOUS. For that, truly, is the
problem of the elder brother in this story, is it not?
. 2dz OFyQi KSELJ 6dzii 3S0 (K
he speaks about his younger sibling that, if he had
realised he could go off with prostitutes andigtie

2 @eldeineill Backair®o this Rryfil thal idexacily whad | &

he would have done.

gl & FT2NJ KAa FlI G§KSNE
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the field of pigs that his younger brother has
SYRdAINBR® 1 S KFayQid aSSy i
Rather the bright lights of thbig city are full of

allure for him.

0KS
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audience who he is. He is the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law. He is the religious right. The
morally upright person. The respectable, working

man or woman who depises the benefit cheats, the
scroungers, the layabouts, the criminals and the

homeless. He, not to put too fine a point on it, is us.

And he has stayed with the father not because he

R AoRey l6)sifath@r $ndra tffan Beiiy sin KBBt because
0 Nahaibelewedtiak 8J- sl IS
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he stays.



Others of us, or the same of us at other times, try t
And that is why the younger brother and the older find happiness through setfiscovery. By throwing
brother are exactly the same. Because both of them off the constraints and just going out and doing what
gLyl GKS TFTFGKSNREA aGdzZFF Iy Re dagniell fifd®. FF 6 KSNJ KAYaSt Fo

3 Sin’s essence: we want d@iod'ys (itKISe Ssf/iRngg SQNB | f ¢

not God himself group loves the Father. In both cases we just want

the best out of life andve act in the way we think

A widow has a valuable box of gold jewellery. There will achieve thatforu2 S ¢ yi D2&Q& o

are two ways to get hold of that box. You can walk not God himself.

into her house and steal it off the table, just take it

straight off. And that is the universal story of the human race.
The reality of the life of every man and woman on

Or you can befriend the widow. You can hang out the earth. Some of us try and manipulate God by our

with her. Clean her windes. Mow her lawn. Bring good deeds. Some of us stick two fingers up at him

her meals. Not because you love ltdout because through our bad deeds. But neither son loves the

you think she will leave you the box in her will if you Father.

are the one who looks like you care for her more

than anyone else does. So what do we need? What is the solution to this

universal problem of sin with its different
¢CKFEG Aa SEIFIOQGfte 6KIG GKS Yliexp@ssiond2 2 &az2ya Ay (GKA& &aidz2
are like.

LGQ& 3INIOSd ¢NIyaFz2N¥YAy3
To the outside observer, the casual neighbour on the

next door farm, it might look like the older son is 4 God’' s goGih: transforming
doing a lot better. He appears to be the respectable grace

one. He looks loyal. The kind of son a man might

want to have. Most of us, | think, reckon that the younger son

solves his problem and sorts himself out in v17. And
.dzih KSQa Sypal eNdBalrif fiekds 1at YS  thewayKLiiké tells & sioky 8deg tell us that this is a
¢KS A& FFUSNI GKS AYKSNRIGI Yy Ghfficantdnongehtyt (KB  OA & ST i (PK KNIA &
a0dzF¥ y20 KAA FlLiIKSNDRa 29SS0

. dzii L QY Y #hit evorRaytidshpyind tBeR
YR A0Qa SEI OlGSometimes Gety | YS gdutgér sairha® realised the true extent of the
to find happiness through moral conformity CriKSNRa f2@S FT2NJ KAY | yR
because we think that God or others will@pve of for a better life that await him.
us if we are good and we will earn benefits.
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CKFGQa GKS fAFS 2F (GKS a dzi fgdhsmemidoniess hid udvbBless tdi ki b son 6 &
OF NBFdzf f & FRKSNAYy3A (2 Lat |l ¥fask o bddladeflike Nhirediméoia slave,f Y
lffl KQa YSNDeo perhaps, but certainly not a son.

LiQa GKS fAFS 2F (KS LIS2 LI $isintenidd, S deerhsf if to séak Somé iay & payirig 2

me that they believe&sod will look with favour on his Father back for all that he has squandered and
their obedience to the 10 commandmentsven if wasted during his orgy of satidulgence.
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commandments are. Hehas come to his sensesn that he has realised

that he will be much better off this way. And, just
YR AlGQa GKS fAFS GKI G Y y ke th&shessdhat Jegus ustakiressingt ieIhas se@m
G2 GAYS G22 AayQid AdK 2 KS NFhatghbre rauStbeisSn@dinginfole &nd befedtb dza S
we have prayedery hard about something we are life that what he has at the moment.
entitled to have an answer from God.

But his thinking is still quite profoundly setfentred.

That because our good deeds serving Jesus are LGQa adAftf Foz2dzi KAY I YyR
considerable God ought not to make us face the
consequences when we mess up morally. YR ¢KSyYy KS | OGdzlff@& I NNR

nothing like what actually happenghe Father sees



KAY O2YAy3 FNRY:Z 6SQONB {2t Riowlso dftényard, widolthinks 2h@t Bdel ought to

However long thison has been away farand it t20S YS 0SOFdzaS LQY o6SaGidS
must have been at the very least many months, the Ay R2Ay3 a23 20S D2RQa a
father has been looking out for him. Father himself.
And as he enfolds his son in an embrace the boy Butlthinkiil Qa y20 2dzaid G(KS 2ftR
OFyQi S@Sy 3Si 2dzi KA & O NXekuzvdnder abdutlt KBS R 12 ABRA 4y 872
his father orders that the best rax; his own robe younger brother either. The Father has
no doubtg be placed on him and all the symbols of demonstrated his love for him. He has sacrificed a
power and authority given him. costly offeringg the fattened calfg so that he can be
welcomed backnto the family.But the question that
His father is not interested in pay bagke wants his remains for the younger brother is whether he will
son back. be transformed by the grace that he has now been
shown.Will he respond to the love and grace
Though it might look like the son who takes the demonstrated to him with genuine love for the one
initiative in returning from a far off amtry ¢ Y R A & Q awho loved him?r willhe, once more, abuse that
certainly important that he takes responsibility for t20S YR aSS1T GKS T iKSND
his own wickednessin the end it is only the father himself?
who can initiate the relationship that restores the
boy as a son. And so the story hangs as an ongoing challenge to us
if we are one of those people, as | know | so often
The father goes out to the son. am, who thinks that the world is a much more fun

filled and excitigplaceA ¥ L A 3Jdy2NB D2R
l YR GKIGQ& SElaQlieferd ofdhk | (i K| lahd$yisiand seek to exploit his gifts with no
story too. NEFSNByOS G2 GKS IABSNID |

stuff more than | desire the Father himself.
{2YSOGAYSa (2 KSFENJ/KNRaAaGAFIya aLlSIE] e2dzQQR GKAYy1l GKIF
Jesus had no time for the selfhteous religious D2RQa a2fdziAz2y G2 chréught A &
peoplec the Pharisees and the teachers of the law. about and madepossible by a sacrifice far costlier to
YR AGQa OSNIFAYyte& NX¥zS K Ilthé Fath& thanaRaf.Qlii YAy OS KAa g2
with them and tdd it straight.

Transforming grace made available through the-self
dzi KS gl ayQid 3F2Aay3a (2 | ol §ikm g a 8ok R Yebfechgbnd Alzdn whd adways

determined that they would know the possibility of loved the father more than he loved anything or

restoration and forgivenes#&nd so, just as the anybody else. A son who loved his Fathemaah

father left his house to run down the drive to that he went to his death to bring many brothers

welcome home his younger son... he is alsliivg to and sisters home to glory.

leave the party to go and sit on the step with his

older son. Transforming grace is available to all of us here
G2RFed 2 KSGKSNJ 22dz2QNB | @

Whether we are lost in our wickedness or in ourself wickedness, an older brother, lost in your self

righteousness goodness God in Chiages the righteous goodness olike me, someone who

initiative to come to us and plead with us to come in. battles both those tendencies in life.

D2RQa &2t dziice.2Ayoving Biving &fy A & 3 Mlb matter how many times we have messed up we
himself that not only makes reconciliation possible can come to the transforming grace of God. The God
but which ought to move our hearts to desire who treats us like sons.

nothing more than this one who loves us so much.
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cliffhranger.The father sitting on ta step with the September 2008

older brother. Will he come in? Will he not? Will he
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he is no different to his disreputable younger sibling? particularly tq the parallels tg be drawn.between the two sons

Or will he keep his pride and lose his saul® Q NB and was particularly helpful in preparation

never told. And so the stoflyangs as an ongoing

challenge to us if we are one of those people, as |



