
Christ  Church Liverpool 
Doctr inal Dist inct ives 

 
This docum ent  states the doct r inal posit ion, and thereby determ ine the pract ice, of Chr ist  Church 
Liverpool in respect  of certain issues. I t  is recognised that  t rue evangelical Chr ist ian believers m ay, 
in conscience, take a dif ferent  personal v iew in respect  of t hese m at ters. Persons m ay be welcom ed 
into m em bership of the church who hold a different  v iew on these m at ters, provided that  t hey are 
prepared to respect  t he beliefs and pract ices of the church and that  t hey will not  seek to underm ine 
them . A person m ay only becom e an Elder of t he church if he wholeheartedly subscribes to these 
beliefs and is willing to uphold them . 
 
The Sufficiency of the Scriptures 
 
We believe that  God speaks to m en and wom en today through the Scriptures. When the Scr iptures 
are read or explained, whether publicly or pr ivately, God speaks by his Spir it .  The Scr iptures contain 
everything which it  is necessary for  God to say to enable m en and wom en to com e to salvat ion 
through Chr ist , and to grow to m aturit y in Christ  so that  t hey m ight  know how to live to please him . 
Since the Scr iptures are ent irely sufficient  in this regard, no addit ional word or revelat ion from  God 
is required to enable a person to know God, or to know his will.  Where anyone claim s that  God is 
speaking a word by any m eans other t han through the Scriptures, such word shall not  be accepted 
unless it  is f irst  t ested to determ ine whether it  is consistent  with t he Scriptures. I n accordance with 
the teaching of t he New Testam ent , the Elders of t he church are the persons within the congregat ion 
who bear t he responsibilit y for assessing whether any such word is genuinely from  God.  
 
Bapt ism  
 
We believe that  Bapt ism  into the nam e of t he Father, t he Son and the Holy Spir it  is an outward sign 
which m arks a person’s regenerat ion and bapt ism  by the Holy Spir it  into m em bership of t he Church 
of Jesus Christ . As such it  should only be adm inistered to a person who publicly professes faith in 
Jesus Chr ist . Bapt ism  should, wherever possible and pract icable, be adm inistered by im m ersion in 
water, sym bolising that  the person bapt ised has been united with Christ  in his death and 
resurrect ion, and is the possessor of t he benefits thereof.   
 
The Lord’s Supper 
 
We believe that  t he Lord’s Supper is a rem em brance m eal at  which Chr ist ian believers share bread 
and wine together to rem ind them selves of t he death and resurrect ion of Jesus Chr ist , of t he new 
covenant  of salvat ion which he inaugurated, and to proclaim  that  he will return. Jesus Chr ist  is no 
m ore present  at  a celebrat ion of t he Lord’s Supper t han at  any other gather ing of the m em bers of a 
local church. The Lord’s Supper should be celebrated on a regular basis by the m em bers of the 
church dem onst rat ing their unit y in the body of Chr ist . 
 
Elect ion and Evangelism   
 
We believe that  God is sovereign in t he salvat ion of m en and wom en. Those persons who exercise 
genuine repentance and t rue faith in Jesus Chr ist  do so because they have been chosen by God. 
Knowledge of this t ruth prom otes am ongst  believers absolute hum ilit y and assurance of salvat ion. 
However it  does not  follow from  the t ruth of elect ion that  believers need not  part icipate in m ission 
and evangelism . The Church is com m anded by Jesus Chr ist  to preach the gospel t o all m en 
everywhere, and the proclam at ion of the gospel is the m eans by which the elect  are brought  t o 
salvat ion. 
 
Bapt ism  in the Holy Spirit   
 
We believe that  every genuine believer is bapt ised by the Holy Spir it  at  the m om ent  at  which they 
are regenerated and brought  t o t rue fait h in Jesus Chr ist .  Every genuine believer is always indwelt  
by the Holy Spir it , but  it  does not  follow that  every believer is necessarily f illed with t he Spir it  at  all 
t im es. All believers are urged by Scripture to ensure that  t hey are increasingly y ielded to t he power, 
influence and cont rol of the Holy Spirit  dwelling within them . 
 



Salvat ion By Christ  Alone 
 
We believe that  Jesus Chr ist  is the way, t he t ruth and the life, and that  he provides the sole m eans 
by which m en and wom en m ay com e to salvat ion. The Chr ist ian faith is the only t rue religion, and 
adherence to any other belief cannot  lead to salvat ion. Believers in Jesus Chr ist  are required to 
display tolerance in t heir at t it ude towards those of other fait hs, but  also to seek to bring them  to a 
t rue saving knowledge of him  by prayer and evangelism .  
 
Leadership of the Local Church  
 
We believe that  a local church congregat ion should be led by two or m ore suitably gifted Elders. 
Whilst  God created m en and wom en in absolute equalit y, he also ordained that  leadership in the 
fam ily, w it hin the context  of m arriage, and in t he church, should be the funct ional responsibilit y of 
m en. For t his reason the Elders of the church are required to be m en. The duly appointed Elders of 
the church are the under-shepherds of Chr ist , and they m ust  exercise their leadership of t he local 
church in accordance with the character of Christ ’s own leadership of t he Universal Church. They are 
to love the m em bers of the church and to give them selves in t heir serv ice, working to present  t hem  
to Chr ist  as holy and blam eless. I n turn the m em bers of t he church are required to subm it  
them selves to the leadership of t he Elders, in so far as such leadership is exercised in accordance 
with t he Scr iptures. Mem bers of t he church with appropriate gift s and character , both m en and 
wom en, m ay be set  apart  as Deacons to serve part icular needs ar ising in the life of the church. 
 
Every Mem ber Ministry 
 
We believe that  every m em ber of t he church is called by God to ut ilise t heir gift s by m inister ing to 
other m em bers of t he church. The provision of teaching and pastoral care within t he life of the 
church is not  t he sole responsibilit y of t he Elders and Deacons. We believe that  every believer is a 
priest  who enjoys direct  access to God and is able to m inister to others. The Elders and Deacons of 
the church are believers who have been appointed by the m em bers of t he church to provide pastoral 
leadership of t he congregat ion, in recognit ion that  they are suitable in character and gifts to 
undertake such responsibilit ies.  
 


